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A behind-the-scenes player

Lobbyist Suri Kasirer pushes projects for the biggest names in real estate

By Gansy WansHawer

asirer Consulring's client list reads

Tike & who's who oflocal real estate

Juminaries. The Manhattan-based
labbying firm's clients include SL Green
Realty, Manl s
landlord: the dev
ing, the biggest mised-use project planned
in Williamsburg: Elad Properties, the Is-
raeli company that converted the Plaza

argest eo cial

apersof the New Dom-

Hotel into one of the most éxpensive con-
dominiums ever, and a host of others.

Public records show that Kasirer Con-
sulting took in meore than $£3 million in

fees in 2006, making it the highest-
ing lobbying firm in New York for

arn-
that
hias

year, the last year for which the ¢

released rankings. Last year, the firm’
clients — which have included Cemusa,
the Spanish firm thit won & $1.3 billion
contract to build the new bus shelters that
now dot the city — spent more than $4.5
million in lobbyving. And now, as the real

estate industry tries to reposition itself to
catch the next upturn, lobbying for zon-
ing changes, tax benefits, and contracts in

connection with long-term development
projects (see "Anticipating the reboand™
inthe June issuel nmay be more important
than ever

Suri Kasirer, who founded the company
that bears her name in 1997, says real es-
tate interests comprise only about a third
of her firm's elient base — nenprofit groups
and corporate clients split the rest.

However, during an interview in her
office. which is just blocks aw
Hall, she points out that, “some ofour not-

from Ci

for-profit and some of our corporate [eli-
ents] are imvolved with real estave [proj-
ects]. S0, in many cases, real estate crosses
those lines.”

In fact. Kasirer has worked on some of
the highest-profile projects in the city, in-
cluding the planned revamp of the South
Street Seaport, the controversial redesign

30 July 2000 www TheReal Deal.cam

of the fagade for the Museum of Arts and
Design at 2 Columbus Cirele and Extel] De-
velopment’s planned Diamond Tower an
West 47th Sty
Domino project and the Plaza Hotel con-

. in addition to the New

VETSION.

She ulse has deep political roots. Up ungil
last year, she was a longtime fundraiser for
Bill Thompson, the city comptroller-and
mayoral candidate, and during the pre:
dential campaign she was hired by Hillary
Clinton as a fundraiser, according to pub-

lished reports. Iowever, she has stated pub-

licly that her firm is now more focused on

reality is. nobody is going to support your
project as a favor toyou, These things are
too complicated, and theres too mucly at
stake. You need to make your case, ancd yo

need to help your dient make their case!

Be that as

may, some of Kasirer's oli-

ents have not been portrayed in the most

flattering light by politivians and non-
profits.

For example, Kasirer counts as clients
Vantage Properties and Apollo Real Estate
Advisers {which has been renamed AREA
Property Partmers), two firms that have
been depicted in articles and by elected of-

“Some of the perception of what lobbyists dois ...

and approvals. And having a well-connect-
ed (not to mention well-paid) lobbyist can
bea powerful tool to geta lucrative project
off the ground. :

“Itis importantto have the right lobby—

ist fora rezoning, s David Von Spreck-

elsen. an executive vice president for Toll
Brothers.

Von Spreckelsen, wholas not used Ka-
sirer Consulting, says the lobbying firm he
has used for & rezoning effort in Gowanus
was“invaluable for their government and

Real éstate attorney Luigi Rosabianca,

giving some kind of quid pro quo for the special interests.
The reality is, nobody is going to support your project

as a favor toyou .

Tobbying than on raising money for po
eal candidates.

Kasirer, who is married to Broce Teitel-
baum, Rudy Ginliani'’s former chiefof staft,
describes her work on behalf of develop-

ment projects as “government celations”
rather than lobbying.

“The way I sort of think of someone in
government rela

ons with regard to a de-
velopment project is really kind ofas an ad-
viser, as a strategist: someone to help build
consensus by third parties, by local commu-

someone who has experience nego-

ing with local communities and under-
stands what it is that they need in order to
hielp them support & project.” she told The
Heal Dectd,

In addition, she disputes the stercotypi-
cal perception of lobbyists.

“1 think lobbyists get a bad rapand some
of'th eption ofwhat lobbyists dois that
they're sitting in a smoke-filled back hall
making a deal giving some kind of quid pro

quo for the special interes

ficials as affordable-housing predators, Ina
Village Voice article from & vear ago, avep-
resentative for Vantage — which, with the
backing of Apolle, purchased more than
9,000 rent-regulated units in Manhatan
and Quéens between 2006 and 2008 —
said the company had hired Kasirer Con-

sulting to clear up misconceptions about
the company’s business practices.

We've been helpful in getting elected
officiuls to tour their sites and hes

tage's side of the story,” suy

ing that she bolieves the company u

“bw

athe
She continues: *Some of the people re-

sponsible [ for the bad press | ave tenant

instigators who are trying to crente an is-

t practices"and should be “a model for
developers”

sue for their own gain, and they irvespon-

sibly go to elected officials with misinfor-

mation”
s, st de-
1y on lobhyists to clear

Whatever their reputat

velopers rely heav

hurdles when it comes to zoning changes

There’s too much at stake.

B Assn-
“any timea private firm wants
o build on public land, you're going to

v partner at the firm Rosabinr
iATES, Sy

heed lobbying” to navigate government

Kasirer does not back away from fights.
In addition to drumming up community
supportand dealing with Bloomberg ad-
ministration officials, her firmis also hired

o negotiate with groups — often preserva-
tinmists — who are opposed to particalur
development:

For example, she says when she was
lobbying on behalf of the redesign of the
Eagade of 2 Columbus Cirele for the Muse-

un of Arts and Design, herclient’s plan for
the building was heavily opposed by two
not-for-profit groups, Landmarks West
and the Historie Districts Coun

Opponents were against the facade
change on the grounds that 2 Columbus

— also known ns “The Lollipop Building”

— was a late modernist landmark tha

Continued on page 91
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